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Homes now for sale at Osoyoos Lake waterfront development
news

BY KEITH LACEY
Osoyoos Times

Eric Van Maren has 
been a successful and 
respected home build-
er and land developer 
in British Columbia for 
almost 40 years and he 
insists his new project 
on Osoyoos Lake is the 
most exciting project he’s 
ever been involved with.

“This is, without a 
doubt, the most special 
project I’ve ever been 
involved with in my ca-
reer,” said Van Maren, 
the owner/partner, with 
his brother Bernie, of 
Osoyoos Cottages Limit-
ed Partnership, the com-
pany building the huge 
subdivision on the shores 
of Osoyoos Lake half-
way between the towns 
of Osoyoos and Oliver 
off Nk’Mip Road.

“It’s taken us almost 
five years to come up 
with a plan for this place 
and now it’s time to exe-
cute the plan and start 
selling these homes on 
what I truly believe is 
one of the most beauti-
ful pieces of residential 
property in the entire 
Okanagan Valley.”

Osoyoos Cottages is 
the only waterfront de-
velopment currently tak-
ing place anywhere in the 
Okanagan Valley and 
he’s proud of that fact, 
said Van Maren.

“We think this place 
is going to be something 
special,” he said. “Most 
of the failed projects 
in the Okanagan Val-
ley have failed because 
of the continued con-
cept of expensive, con-
do-styled units in high 
density areas.

“Every one of our 
homes are single-family 

dwellings and we’re 
building 284 units on 70 
acres, which is four per 
acre, which is extreme-
ly low density compared 
to any other residen-
tial subdivision you will 
see across the province. 
There’s plenty of open 
space and almost every 
unit will have an amaz-
ing view of arguably the 
most beautiful lake in the 
province. We’re very ex-
cited about what we have 
to offer.”

Van Maren and his 
brother are partners in 
the Van Maren Group 
out of Chilliwack. They 
have built numerous 
residential subdivisions 
across the province and 
several in the South Oka-
nagan, but nothing on 
the scale of Osoyoos Cot-
tages, where 284 single-
family residential units 
are being built over the 
next decade.

The homes will range 
in size from just under 
1,000 square feet to lake-
front properties around 
2,400 square feet. Prices 
range from just under 
$290,000 for the small-
er units to $850,000 for 
the 31 lakefront lots, he 
said.

After months of site 
preparation, four mod-
el homes have now been 
completed, with the of-
ficial open house taking 
place on-site this past 
Victoria Day holiday 
weekend.

All the homes that will 
be sold have been built 
using a “cottage-style” 
theme, which includes 
high ceilings, plenty of 
open space, fenced in 
porches and verandas 
and other country living 
themes, said Van Ma-
ren.

Osoyoos Cottages al-
most never happened, 
Van Maren admits.

“A good friend of 
mine, Rod Cook, who is 
a top real estate apprais-
er in the Okanagan had 
been telling me about 
this property in Osoyoos 
way back in 2007 and he 
wanted me to take a look 
at it,” said Van Maren 
smiling. “I just couldn’t 
at the time because I was 
simply too busy.

“But I made the trip 
in the spring of 2008 be-
cause Rod kept at me and 
I absolutely fell in love 
with the property and 
knew immediately this 
was a special place.”

It  took almost 20 
months of negotiations 
with Jane Stelkia, an 
elder with the Osoyoos 
Indian Band and OIB 
band council to finalize 
a deal, he said.

After purchasing the 

land, Van Maren said he 
didn’t know what kind 
of subdivision or what 
style of homes to build, 
so he and Cook toured 
every single waterfront 
development across the 
Okanagan Valley and 
none appealed to him.

However,  another 
friend told him about 
Veranda Beach in Oro-
ville, Washington, and 
the cottage community 
that had thrived there 
and he knew immedi-
ately he wanted the same 
theme with this develop-
ment, said Van Maren.

“Ironically enough, the 
majority of people who 
live at Veranda Beach 
are Canadians and so 
many of them told me 
they couldn’t find any-
thing like this anywhere 
in the Okanagan,” he 
said. “I knew at that mo-
ment that was the min-
imum standard of what I 

wanted to build here.
“These were all cot-

tage-style homes, but 
they were gorgeous with 
an awful lot of open space 
and screened porches. I 
loved it.”

It took almost 20 more 
months to receive prov-
incial approval following 
environmental assess-
ments and water stud-
ies for construction of 
the four model homes to 
begin last November.

“Part of the agreement 
is we had to promise, in 
writing, to numerous en-
vironmental protection 
issues, such as reserving 

the desert features of the 
Okanagan and all it has 
to offer,” he said. “Ul-
timately, I think we’ve 
found something  that 
nicely balances the pro-
tection of this beautiful 
environment and the de-
velopment of a truly re-
markable property.”

The subdivision will

Photo by Keith Lacey
Eric Van Maren, the owner and president of Osoyoos Cottages Limited Partnership, looks 
out over the hill towards Osoyoos Lake. The company’s four model homes have now been 
built and his company is now selling 284 units, which range in size from 1,000 square 
feet to 2,300 square feet and in price from around $300,000 to $850,000.
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feature 31 lakefront 
units, another 180 or so 
in what is being called 
“The Meadows” and an-
other 160 on “The Hill-
side.”

Lake access for every 
owner will be less than 
a five-minute walk, said 
Van Maren.

Construction wil l 
begin in September on 
a 7,000 square foot com-
munity clubhouse fea-
turing two outdoor pools 
and two hot tubs and a 
recreation facility.

“Unlike other de-
velopments, we’re com-
mitted to building the 
major amenities like the 
clubhouse at the front 
end of development and 
not at the back end as we 
want to take away all un-
certainty,” he said. “This 
is going to be a wonder-
ful, family-oriented de-
velopment with some-
thing to do for every 
member of the family.”

Being able to pur-
chase a brand new home 
only metres away from 
lakefront property for 
the prices being offered 
at Osoyoos Cottages is 
unheard of in this prov-
ince, said Van Maren.

“We’re very comfort-
able at the price points 
we’re offering,” he said. 
“We’ve had great reac-
tion since we opened 
our model homes and 
we expect sales to take 
off.”

When full-time con-
struction of Phase 1 of 
home building begins in 
September, Van Maren 
said he expects to create 
75 full-time construction 
jobs and dozens more 
with sub-contractors.

Every single home be-
ing sold comes with five 
furniture packages be-
ing offered by an award-
winning designer, he 
said.

“But if you want to 
decorate it yourself, you 
have that option too,” 
he said.

Sales manager Flor-
ence Lethbridge said her 
phone has been ringing 
off the hook since the 
four model homes were 
opened to the public.

“When I came here 
last November, there 
was nothing but a con-
crete slab and big piles 

of dirt,” she said. “Now 
people can see these 
beautiful homes and 
what the entire project 
is going to look like and 
there’s a lot of excite-
ment being built.

“I’m overwhelmed 
with the response. We 

haven’t heard a nega-
tive comment yet, so it’s 
a pretty exciting thing to 
be part of.”

More than 100 vis-
itors attended the open 
house this past Friday, 
Saturday and Mon-
day, which means word 

about Osoyoos Cottag-
es is spreading quickly, 
said Van Maren.

“The response from 
visitors is very positive, 
people just love the de-
sign and prices.  Best of 
all , we sold two homes 
on Saturday,” he said.

The model homes 
and head office are lo-
cated about a 15-minute 
drive from downtown 
Osoyoos.

You travel north tow-
wards Oliver and turn 
turn right onto Road 
22 from Highway 97 

and turn right again 
onto Nk’Mip Road and 
follow the signs to the 
site.

Anyone wanting more 
information can visit 
www.osoyooscottages.
com or call 1-855-742-
5555.
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